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TO OUR READERS. 



With this number the Journal of the Illmois State 
Historical Society enters upon its fourth volume. Three 
years ago we issued its first number, in very modest form, 
as an experiment, and it has since grown so rapidly in 
public favor, as to convince us that it occupies a place in 
the literature of our State quite satisfactory to a large 
class of its people. The demand for it has so increased 
that an enlarged edition has become necessary, its circu- 
lation extending to every county in the State, and to 
almost every state in the Union. 

The object of the Journal, as we have before stated, 
is to popularize Illinois history— to convey to the people 
and familiarize them with, the the knowledge of facts 
and events that contribute to perfect the history of our 
great State, and to interest them in promoting that pur- 
pose by adding thereto such historical material as may 
be in their possession. 

At the recent banquet in this city in commemoration 
of Mr. Lincoln ^s birthday anniversary, one of the speak- 
ers said, in his address, that the history of Mr. Lincoln 
has not yet been written. This assertion is, in a certain 
sense, true, notwithstanding the multitude of Lincoln 
biographies that have been published. The same is 
equally true of the history of Illinois. The most prom- 
inent events and transactions in the inception, growth, 
and advancement, of the State, are generally well known; 
but in every county, district, and neighborhood, are 
stored the memories of local occurrences, incidents, and 
personal biographies, yet unpublished, essential to a 
complete history of the State, as are the distant springs 
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and small rivulets, in coalescing, to the formation of the 
great river. 

The mission of the Journal is to induce the collection 
of those ultimiate sources of historical data —to search 
out fundamental facts, the causes of historical results, 
the motives and incentives of conspicuous actors therein, 
and the influences of surrounding conditions at the time. 
Much of this work has been well done by able writers in 
the preceding volumes of the Journal, and we have en- 
couraging reasons for expecting its continuance in the 
future. Grateful indeed for the valuable assistance we 
have received from every quarter, we still respectfully 
solicit the further aid of all who are interested in our 
gratuitous undertaking. It is our aim to maintain the 
reliable standard of this periodical that it now enjoys. 
With that view we will continue to- present to our readers, 
as far as practicable, original and authentic papers, and 
only such reprints as are now obsolete but of recognized 
importance. Contributions on these lines are respectfully 
requested from all parts of the State. 

Due regard will be paid, as heretofore, to contemporary 
State history, editorial conaments, book reviews, and 
necrological notices. 



LEGISLATION BEFORE THE PRESENT GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY RELATING TO HISTORICAL 

MATTERS AND AFFAIRS. 

An unusually large number of bills of interest to tiie 
Historical Society have been introduced into the present 
General Assembly, the more important of which are 
mentioned below. 

The Illinois State Park Commission has prepared a 
handsome and valuable report describing some of the 
most important historic places in Illinois and making 
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suggestions concerning them. Among those mentioned 
are Starved Rock, the Great Cahokia Mound and the 
White Pine Forest in Ogle county. 

The commission recommends the purchase of Starved 
Rock and some neighboring land, about 1,100 acres, for 
a State park. The commission represented by its chair- 
man, Pirof. J. A. James, of the Northwestern University, 
and its secretary, Mr. Alexander Richards; of Ottawa, 
with a large delegation from LaSalle county and neigh- 
boring counties appeared before the appropriation com- 
mittees of the General Assembly now in session and made 
eloquent pleas for the purchase of this historic, beautiful 
and picturesque site and pointed out reasons from every 
standpoint for the purchase of the land for a State park. 
A very close and attentive hearing was accorded the 
commission and its friends ; and if the Legislature should 
decline to make the purchase it will be solely on the 
ground of economy and the feeling that the State has 
not at this time sufficient funds to warrant this outlay. 



MADISON COUNTY CENTENNIAL, SEPTEMBER 

12, 1912. . 

The people of Madison county propose next year, 1912, 
to celebrate the one hundredth anniversary of the or- 
ganization of Madison county. They propose to cele- 
brate at the same time the centennial anniversary of the 
first legislative body ever held in Illinois. In 1812 the 
Territory of Illinois held its first legislature, elected by 
the people. It is proposed to erect a monument at Ed- 
wardsville, the county seat of Madison county, to com- 
memorate the above mentioned historic events and also 
as a memorial to Governor Ninian Edwards, and of Fort 
Russell, near Edwardsville, one of the most important 
of the pioneer forts. An appropriation of five thousand 
dollars is asked for the erection of the monument. 
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SITE OF rOET CHARTRES TO BE PURCHASED. 

The citizens of Monroe county and other interested 
persons are asking the Legislature for a small appropria- 
tion of one thousand dollars for the purchase of about 
ten acres in which is located the site of old Fort Chartres, 
there being yet remainiug the old pcwder magarine. 
This is one of the most important historic sites in the 
Mississippi valley, and its remains should be purchased, 
preserved and marked by the State of Elinois. 



THE ARCHAEOLOaiCAL PUZZLE. 

(Letter from Rev. James Howard, Pastor St. Agnes 
Catholic Church, Springfield, 111.) 

Springfield, Illinois, January 30, 1911. 
Mrs. Jessie Palmer Weber, 

Secretary of the Historical Society, 
Springfield, Illinois. 
My Dear Mrs. Weber— I received your favor of the 
28th and the Journal of the Society, both having refer- 
ence to a bronze piece found in St. Clair County. I thank 
you for both. It seems to me that the opinion that the 
relic is not a medal of the Church is correct. It was 
made by some Catholic for his own use. In the supposi- 
tion that it be of French origin, in conformity with the 
ancestral fleur-de-lis found on it, we may say that, on 
account of the period at the end, the word Leith is an 
abbreviation of some French family name, such as 
Leithiere or Leithellieux. T^e family escutcheon in brass 
or marble is a familiar sight on the Continent. In this 
particular case, the Caravel may designate the habit of 
sea-faring in that family or at least that their castle was 
near the sea and the Blessed Virgin is commemorated 
to invoke Her iatercession for protection from Her Son 
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against the dangers of the deep. In the event that the 
word Leith be English, we can take the fleur-de-lis to be 
simply a canopy (commonly found over the Blessed 
Virgin's statues). Possibly the solder and perforations, 
which indicate wire, may show that this was a single 
cachet used in the year 1800 on some important transfer 
from La Belle France to the country of the Illinois. 
Very respectfully your servant, 

James Howabd. 



THE AECHAEOLOGICAL PUZZLE. 
(Letter from Eev. C. J. Eschman.) 

Prairie du Rooher, III., Feb. T, 1911. 

I do not consider your *^ Archaeological Puzzle'* a re- 
ligious one. Catholic medals usually have impressions 
and inscriptions on both sides ; it is hardly probable that 
the one side should be in such fair state of preservation, 
and the other worn entirely smooth. 

The transposition of the letters and figures make the 
supposition of its being used as a seal most probable to 
me. I have no books in the country here in which to 
search for the escutcheon of Leith, Scotland, which I think 
it comes nearer representing than anything else. The 
thought suggests itself, that the illustration may repre- 
sent the ferryman transferring a human soul across the 
mythological ** Lethe, ''—this illustration may have been 
selected on account of the similarity of names. It ma> 
also be that the location of Lieth suggested the placing 
of a ferryman, if such it be, on their escutcheon ; for be- 
fore bridges were built, ferrymen must have abounded 
in Lieth. 

A Scotchman comir\g to these western French settle- 
ments in the beginning of the 19th century, could easily 
have brought this seal with him. And it is not difficult to 
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see how it eventually came into the hands of some Indian, 
to be buried with his remains. 

Respectfully, etc., 

C. J. ESCHMAN. 



GIFTS TO THE HISTORICAL LIBRARY. 

The Illinois State Historical Librarj^ has received as 
gifts since the publication of the last number of the 
Journal several valuable books and pamphlets. The 
trustees of the Library take this method of thanking the 
donors for these gifts and they hope that the excellent 
example set by these members of the Historical Society 
may be followed by others who from time to time find 
historical or genealogical material at their disposal. 

The following is a partial list of the gifts and the names 
of the donors: 

The Pioneer History of Illinois, by John Reynolds. 
The original edition, published Belleville; 1852. Gift of 
Dr. M. H. Ohamberlin. 

History of Missouri. By Louis Houck; 3 Vols. Gift 
of Dr. M. H. Ohamberlin. 

History of the Foote Family, comprising the genealogy 
and history of Nathaniel Foote, of Weather sfield. Conn, 
and his descendants, compiled by x\bram W. Foote; 
607 pages, Rutland, Vt., 1907. The gift of John Crocker 
Foote, of Belvidere, 111. 

Members of the Society are especially urged to present 
these local and family histories to the library. 

The Pre-historic Men of Kentucky. By Col. Bennett 
Young. Filson Club Publications No. 25. The gift of the 
Filson Club upon its silver anniversary. This valuable 
book is fully described in this number of the Journal 
under the head of Book Reviews. 
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The Springfield Directory and Sangamon County Ad- 
vertiser for 1855-56. This little book is the first 
printed directory of Springfield and the Library has 
long been searching for a copy of it. It is the gift to the 
Library of Mrs. Katherine Goss Wheeler, who has placed 
the Library and Society under heavy obligations for gifts 
of much valuable historical m:aterial, assistance, sug- 
gestions and advice. 

Genealogy of the Blaokwelder-Scherer Families. The 
gift to the Library of Mr. I. S. Blackwelder, of Chicago; 
typewritten manuscript. 

The First Presbyterian Church of Enshville, HI., 1830- 
1910. Eightieth anniversary. The gift of Howard F. 
Dyson, of Rushville, HI. The Library is very desirous 
of obtaining all such local historical material and has 
published a number of circular letters asking the mem- 
bers of the Society for contributions of this nature. 

Memories of Old Toulon. Souvenir of Eliza Hall 
Shallenberger. The gift of Mrs. H. M. Blair, of Toulon, 
HI. ; 2 Vols. 

This is a fine example of what is so much wanted in the 
line of local historical material. 



HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS OF GREAT VALUE. 

Valuable Gift to the Historical Library by the Heirs 
OF ZiMRi Enos, of Springfield, III. 

Miss Louise I. Enos has from time to time made valu- 
able gifts to the Library and she has recently on behalf 
of her father's heirs presented to it a valuable document. 
It is an original document and bears the legend, 
**plat and field notes of section 16, township 17, 
north of range 6 west of the 3rd principal merid- 
ian as surveyed by me*' signed A. Lincoln, for T. M. 
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Neale, S. S. C, May lOth, 1836, The whole document is 
in the handwriting of Abraham Lincoln and is one of the 
best of these surveying documents. Lincoln collectors 
have offered the Enos family large sums of money for 
this paper, but they prefer to place it in the collection of 
Lincolniana, which the Historical Society is trying to 
build up for the people of Illinois. The Society and Li- 
brary are most grateful to Miss Enos and the other mem- 
bers of her family for this and other generous gifts. 



EXECUTIVE ORDERS OP GOV. RICHARD YATES, 
THE WAR GOVERNOR. 

The Historical Society has received as a gift from 
former Governor Richard Yates the original manuscript 
book of executive orders of the War Governor Richard 
Yates. 

The first entry bears date of April 17, 1861, and shows 
the promptness with which Governor Yates and the other 
Illinois officers met the great emergency. It covers but 
a brief period of time, but has many valuable and inter- 
esting entries of much historic value. We will describe 
it more fully in the next issue of the Journal, The So- 
ciety is much pleased to receive from the son of the great 
War Governor this valuable historical document. 



ILLINOIS GENEALOGIES. 

Mr. Wilbur M. Kelso, of Chicago, has nearly com- 
pleted a genealogy of the Kelso family. 

Mr. Pierson W. Benning, of Chicago, is at work upon 
a history and genealogy of the Benning family, with ma- 
terial relating to a number of other allied families, among 
which are the Allen, Alsop, Bateman, Button, Hamner, 
Harmar, Hubbell, Kelsy, Lindsley, McCorMe, McKnight, 
Mitchell Pierson, Post and Wheelwright families. 
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PORTRAIT OF JAMES N. BROWN PLACED IN THE 
ILLINOIS FARMERS' HALL OF FAME. 

On January 25, 1911, a portrait of James N. Brown 
was unveiled in the Illinois Farmers' Hall of Fame, 
Morrow Hall, at the University of Illinois. The portrait 
is the gift of Mr. B. W. Brown, the sen of James N. 
Brown. Mr. Brown represented the finest type of the 
Illinois pioneer and farmer. He did as much as any man 
to improve methods of farming in Illinois. He was the 
first president of the Illinois State Fair Association and 
was the first in the State to import breeds of fine live 
stock. 

Mr. Brown is the second to receive the honor of having 
a place in the Hall of Fame. On December 13, 1909, the 
portrait of Cyrus Hall McCormick was placed in the 
hall and appropriate exercises were held at that time. 

On the occasion of the unveiling of the portrait of Mr. 
Brown a number of distinguished speakers made ad- 
dresses on his life and services. The address of welcome 
was delivered by President E. J. James, of the Univer- 
sity of Illinois. Addresses were made by Gov. C. S. De- 
neen, Chas. F. Mills, A. P. Grout, Alvin H. Sanders, Paul 
Selby, Clinton L. Conkling and John M. Crebs. The 
portrait was unveiled by Miss Lynette M ay Brown, great 
granddaughter of Mr. Brown. 

The next candidate for the honor of a place in the Hall 
of Fame is the name of Jonathan Baldwin Turner, the 
founder of the plan for agricultural colleges. 

The addresses were more than ordinarily interesting 
and a full account of the exercises and some of the ad 
dresses will be printed in the Transactions of the Illinois 
State Historical Society. 

GOV. FORD'S MARRIAGES. 

Editor of the Journal : 

When recently looking over Collet's Index to the 
parish Register of marriages of Cahokia, I noticed re- 
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corded therein the marriage of Thomas Ford and Frances 
Hambaugh, *^of Edwardsville, " on the 11th of Septem- 
ber, 1828. 

As recounted in the July, 1910, number of this Journal, 
it is stated in the marriage records of Madison county 
(111.), that Thomas Ford and Frances Hambaugh were 
married, in Edwardsville, on the 12th day of tTune, 1828, 
by Theophilus W. Smith, then a justice of the peace, who, 
in after years attained the position of Justice of the Su- 
preme Court of Illinois. 

All the Hambaugh family were devout members of the 
Roman Catholic church, and that church denies the val- 
idity of marriage ceremonies performed by justices of 
the peace. In order therefore to quiet the scruples of 
his bride and her relatives on that point, Ford took her 
to the old church at Cahokia, in September following their 
June wedding, and they were there remarried by Father 
Loisel, the parish priest, in accordance with the pre- 
scribed forms and ceremonies of the Catholic faith. 

J. F. S- 
Virginia, Illinois. 



